DEMONOLOGY

BRIAN O’CONNELL

THE LECTURE: Moncure D.Conway delivered his lecture entitled “Demonology” in the Masonic
Temple last evening. The hall was well filled with a cultured audience. Close attention was paid

to the lecturer, and the curious and amusing features of his subject were greeted with smiles and
applause as they were presented. The lecture was illuminated by outline crayon drawings. Among
the figures represented were those of Beelzebub, “the Devil of Japan” and Lalith. Mr Convay spoke
rather slowly and without much gestures. He will give a lecture this evening in the same place on
“St. George and the Dragon; or, Ancient Fable and English Folklore;” and another to-morrow
evening on “Oriental Religions: their Origins and Present Condition.”

The above description appeared on page 2 of the Dec. 11, 1875 edition of the
New York Tribune. That was the first year the Tribune published an index.
* There were 85 entries listed under “Lectures.” Unfortunately, the previous
34 years of publication seem never to have been indexed, and apart from a few
examples of random editions held in the manuscript rooms of various libraries
around New York, the only access to those years seems to be through the
scratched and dimly lit images available on microfilm.*

I began my search of the pages of the New York Tribune on a mission to
discover the source of some of the manifestations of possession we know
so well—banging furniture, floating bodies, ectoplasm projections covering
the glass plates of ghost photographs and presumably the walls of the medium’s
chamber, glossolalia (speaking an unknown language), xenoglossy (speaking in
a language unknown to the speaker), and of course, the occasional 180-degree
turning of the head. As it turns out, the 7Tribune’s founding editor, Horace
Greeley, was not only committed to social reform, a founder of what was at the
time a progressive political party, and a champion of industrial labor interests
(both Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels were correspondents for the Tribune).
He was also a major factor in the rise of a movement to which, as the Times
reported in April 1868.**

I'll leave it to the reader to imagine how this account proceeds. By November
1849 the sisters were giving public lectures at Rochester’s Corinthean Hall,
and in early June 1850 they had made their much-anticipated way to New York
City, where on the night of June 4 Greeley attended one of their first performances
in a room at the Barnum Hotel. A firsthand account of the events of that evening
appeared in the center of the front page of the 7ribune the next day.!

Thanks to Greeley and the Fox sisters, Spiritualism or Spiritism gained instant
mass appeal. It cannot be forgotten that these remarkable events took place at
the Barnum Hotel, and that when demand became too great for the intimacy of
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